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Honoring America’s Female Warriors on Veteran’s Day 

 To be a veteran is to participate in something for a very long time, but to be a war 

veteran in America is to have braved the battlefields, the riveting guns, the dying, and the dead to 

make it out the other side to pass on the tales of a warrior who has fought proudly for the red, 

white, and blue. After the sacrifices of men and women in WWI and WWII, America named 

November 11, Veterans Day, to honor and remember all of the brave men and women who 

fought for their country. Americans should especially recognize and celebrate the evolution of 

women’s roles these past several decades and the notable contributions every one of them has 

made to the U.S. military. 

Although women were unable to fight alongside the men in World War I and II, they still 

contributed greatly to the war effort. In 1917 America officially became part of the First World 

War. At the time it was believed that a woman’s place was in the home or doing what were 

considered more “feminine” occupations such as house cleaning and taking care of the kids. The 

conscription, drafting of roughly six million men, left just as many jobs vacated. Women stepped 

in working with transportation vehicles, medical care, and shipyards. The demand for 

ammunition escalated the duration of the war, so the government began campaigns for the 

employment of more women in munitions factories. By 1917, 68% of women had changed jobs 

since the war began. An article, “Women in World War I”, on the National Park Service website 
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states, “Without the efforts of women, tens of thousands of men, needed at the front, would have 

been tied to jobs in agriculture, industry, and homefront military, and not available for wartime 

service, and the success of America’s military effort may have been in the balance.” There 

weren’t enough men to work all the jobs and fight in the war at the same time. The contributions 

of women made a very significant impact on the war and echoed through the nation well after it 

ended in November of 1918.  

Following World War I, America no longer had much of a need for women in the labor 

force. Especially because the men had come home to reassume their former positions. However, 

much to the dismay of naysayers, women had already gotten their taste of independence, 

personal, financial, or otherwise. They had never experienced that kind of opportunity before and 

they knew they wanted more. The arrival of World War II reopened those doors for women. 

Propaganda posters, employment tents, and campaigns were set up to get women to return to 

their jobs. Women went back to work as nurses, telephone operators, riveters, and even bomb 

builders. A publication on MSU Denver’s Camp Hale web page states, “At the height of the war, 

there were 19,170,000 women in the labor force.” The same publication also brings to light that 

“Women of the time comprised 4 percent of skilled workers and made a weekly wage of $31.21 

while skilled men workers earned $54.65 weekly.” This was a reflection of society’s reluctance 

to recognize women at the same level as men. Although women were resilient and faced these 

challenges, employers did not reward their efforts. Unfortunately this idea is still used today. 

Women only make 80 cents for every dollar a man makes. The nation was not yet accustomed to 

the newly discovered capabilities of women at the time, though their help and contributions were 

critical to the war effort. Associate Digital Director of HistoryNet, Claire Barrett, interviewed 
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Historian and author of The Liberation Trilogy, Rick Atkinson. Atkinson explained the 

importance of women throughout the Second World War. “When the war ends most of them go 

back to working in the home, but you’re never going to keep that kitty in the bottle forever.” 

Atkinson stated, “It opens up the world to women in a way that is really difficult to imagine 

without WWII.” The roles of the women in the U.S. military have expanded fantastically since 

WWII. 

I think it’s safe to say that the women that were part of WWI and WWII unearthed and 

passed on a new form of strength. They realized that they had the courage to not only face the 

dangers of battle, but the negative opinions and expressions of those around them who believed 

they were incapable of doing what were considered such a masculine jobs. My family’s close 

friend, Jennifer Williams, served in the United States Air Force as a Health Services Journeyman 

in Patient Administrations. She was honorably discharged as Senior Airman with multiple 

awards including the Air Force Longevity Service Award. She also received two Small Arms 

Expert Marksmanship Awards for the M-16 rifle that she is very proud of. At twenty years old, 

Senior Airman Williams wanted to start her young adult life and get out on her own, but college 

wasn’t quite right for her at the time. She joined the U.S. Air Force with her father as her 

inspiration, as he had previously served in the Navy. When asked what it means to be a veteran 

she replied with, “A veteran is someone who served honorably, kept their nose clean, and took 

care of their fellow airmen and women.” Senior Airman Williams expressed how much of a 

positive impact her time spent serving her country has made on her. She says “It teaches 

discipline, respect, resilience, and independence.” A few years after being honorably discharged 

she went back to college to finish her education. In a discussion about whether or not 
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descrimination still exists for women in our military, Senior Airman Williams stated, “Yes, that 

is still our struggle. I was talking to a guy at the Department of Veterans Affairs at my college 

earlier this year. He was telling me that he knew a female that has been experiencing sexual 

harassment from her male colleagues. So, there is still a long way to go until men really see 

women as their equals.” She goes on to say, “I think we have to work so much harder because 

there’s more for us to prove, mentally and physically because we are women.” As a woman 

myself, it pains me to say that, though we have come so far, women have yet to experience true 

equality and acceptance from their male counterparts.  

Glass ceilings have been shattered for women in America’s society since this newfound 

strength and courage entered the hearts of our beloved female veterans nearly 75 years ago. We 

must hold the vision of gender equality in our minds as we fight the social restrictions and 

limitations set by ourselves and those who doubt us. Our nation is coming to recognize that 

women can do anything men can do, including working in front line combat infantries. However, 

there remains a war to be won, and we will be triumphant with time and hard work. This 

Veterans Day we honor our nation’s female warriors and celebrate how far we have come and 

how far we are destined to go. 
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