
WOMEN IN THE MILITARY 

The Mission of the Clovis Veterans Memorial District is to provide a permanent living memorial honoring U.S. Military and 
Veterans; provide facilities and support programs to promote a legacy of service for preserving our community’s and country’s 
foundational ideals. 

Hi my name is Emry Cadieux. I am a 4th grader at Oraze Elementary School. I wanted to write 
the essay and had fun learning about women in the military. I know now that the competition is 
for 7th and 8th graders, but I was happy to write it! Thanks for reading.  

A Veteran is a person who once served for a military service. Veterans that have served 

directly in combat war are called War veterans. Military veterans often receive a reward of 

special treatment in their countries. Different countries handle this differently. After a war has 

ended when a war veterna comes home to their home place they will feel all of the bad things 

that happened through that period of war time. For example, they may feel the loss of a friend 

or the sound of a gun being fired,  but it is part of being a War veteran, but in the end they feel 

the happiness of serving to save your country.  

In World War II there were 350,000 volunteers serving in the U.S. Militaries for non 

combat roles. 1976 was the time when the 1st group of women were admitted to Service 

Academy, where women were taught how to serve in the military. There was once a time when 

women weren’t allowed to be in the military so women disguised themself to be men to be in 

the military, this shows how much women cared for people. This may remind you of Mulan, this 

is very similar because Mulan was a girl who wanted to help her people so she fought for them 

and fought hard, and that’s what the women did, they wanted their rights so they fought to get 

them. There was a woman named Bea Arthur and she was a truck driver in the Marine Corps. 

She was one of the first members of the Woman’s Reserve and also aside from being a truck 

driver she was a typist, which shows that you can be in the Marine, but also another job as a 
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side job. Bea Auther was discharged in the early ‘70s, and that’s when she became an actor in 

The Golden Girls, so that shows that when they come home they can soon be happy and willing 

to do anything they want.  

Here are some other jobs women get to help in the military. Signal Corps were used as 

telephone operators during World War I. They did not receive even half as much of the military 

status as Army Nurses did. The first group of women came to American Expeditionary Forces in 

Paris in the early 1918 for being Signal Corps.  The women worked in much more places than 

Paris. They worked throughout France and England. Nicknamed “Hello Girls” these women 

worked long hours at stressful locations. Now I will talk about Army Nurses, but in particular I 

am going to talk about Helen Fairchild. Helen Fairchild was an Army Nurse. She was one of the 

64 nurses working for the Pennsylvania Hospital Unit #10 who had volunteered for the 

American Expeditionary Force after World War I. She wrote a lot of letters to her family, that 

shows the love she had for her family. She helped with the people who had injuries from the 

war, which makes her very special and life saving because she saves lives. Helen died on 

January 8, 1918. This is very sad, but this shows she loved her job because she knew she did it 

very well. She died after surgery. Those were two jobs women could get to help in the Military.  

The roles of women have changed over time because in 2013 the government decided 

to let women do combat roles such as Navy Seal, Army Ranger, and other Special Forces units. 

Here is a crazy fact: 33,000 jobs opened for women that they couldn’t do before! Isn’t that 

crazy? “How did it all start,” might be the question you ask yourself, well I can answer that. It all 

started with 5 women that were allowed to enter the combat roles and they all did. Those 5 

women were happy and they did a very good job, as good as the men did. Soon every woman 



was allowed to enter to do combat roles, which was a big part of history and will continue to 

inspire everyone.  

 This article that I have written has inspired me to be a stronger person and want to 

learn more about women in the Military. I hope that this inspires you too and helps you move 

on to find what you can do to help the military and everyone else.  

 

 

 

My research and information came from me searching on the website: 

https://www.military.com/ 
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