
 

 

 

 

 

2020 Theme: “Women in the Military” 
The mission of the Clovis Veterans Memorial District (CVMD) is to ‘Provide a permanent living 
memorial honoring U.S. Military and Veterans; provide facilities and support programs to 
promote a legacy of service for preserving our community’s and country’s foundational ideals. 
Veterans Day is an opportunity to honor and give thanks to those who have served or are serving 
in the military, those who preserve the American way of life.  

The resources included in this Teacher’s Guide can be used to talk to your class about the history 
of Veterans Day and introduce them to this year’s theme: “Women in the Military” 

History of Veterans Day: 
Veterans Day is held on November 11th, which began as a celebration of peace after World War I 
ended. It was originally called Armistice Day, to celebrate the truce signed between America and 
Germany during World War I. In 1954 the name was changed to Veterans Day, to honor all 
veterans.  
 
Resources for teaching your students about Veterans Day: 
Honoring Out Military Heroes 
History of Veterans Day (Video) 
The History of Veterans Day 
 
History of Women in the Military   
Women have been serving their nation for hundreds of years- serving as laundresses, cooks, and 
nurses during the Revolutionary War. They ensured camps were taken care of in the Civil War 
and a few brave women even enlisted under male names and hid their gender to serve the United 
States of America. In 1901 Congress established the Army Nurse Corps, and in 1908 established 
the Navy Nurse Corps, the first formal recognition of women serving in the military. During 
World War II approximately 400,000 women served in non-combat roles. In 1948 Congress 
passed the Women’s Armed Service Integration Act, permitting women to serve as permanent 
members of the military, whereas prior they were only allowed to serve during war times. Since 
then, there have been many achievements made by women in the military, and their ability to 
integrate into military culture is still growing with the Department of Defense opening all combat 
jobs to women in 2016.   

 

 

2020 Veterans Day Digital Content Contest  
Teacher’s Guide- HIGH SCHOOL  

http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/classroom_solutions/2010/10/honoring-of-our-american-military-heroes
http://www.history.com/topics/holidays/history-of-veterans-day/videos/history-of-veterans-day
http://www.military.com/veterans-day/history-of-veterans-day.html


Importance of Women in the Military 
As this year marks the 100th Anniversary of the 19th amendment which allows women the right 
to vote, the District wanted to honor the women who have paved the way in the military and the 
service they provide our nation. The role of women in the military has changed greatly in the last 
100 years, from primarily assisting with keeping camps feed and nursing duties, to having our 
first woman command a United States Army infantry division- Major General Laura L. Yeager. 
Women have made an impact on all aspects of the military and continue to do so today! 
 
 
Starting a conversation… 

Introduce Veterans Day to your students, and the importance of women in the military and 
recognizing the service they give to our nation.  

Discuss with the students 

- What does it mean to be a Veteran? 
- What were the roles of women in during World War I and World War II? 
- How have the roles of women changed in the military overtime? 
- Which notable woman in the military stands out to you and why? 
- How can we celebrate women in the military? 

Resources 

- Women in the Military- Digital Exhibit 
- Heroism Begins with Her by Winfred Conkling 
- History.com- How Women Fought Their Way into the U.S. Armed Forces 

 

“Women in the Military” Prompt: 
Create a video, digital piece of art, or website around the theme “Women in the Military” When 
creating the digital content think about the following questions:  

- What does it mean to be a Veteran? 
- What were the roles of women in during World War I and World War II? 
- How have the roles of women changed in the military overtime? 
- Which notable woman in the military stands out to you and why? 
- How can we celebrate women in the military? 

How to Enter: 
Submit your digital content online at www.cvmdistrict.org/veteransdaycontest. If you have any 
questions regarding the contest, please call the Clovis Veterans Memorial District at (559) 299-
0471. 
 
All submissions due by October 1, 2020. 
 

http://www.cvmdistrict.org/
https://www.history.com/news/women-fought-armed-forces-war-service
http://www.cvmdistrict.org/


Related Common Core Standards: 

9th-10th Grade 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.8 
Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources, using advanced 
searches effectively; assess the usefulness of each source in answering the research question; 
integrate information into the text selectively to maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism 
and following a standard format for citation. 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.9 
Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.  
 

11th- 12th  Grade  

CSSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.7 
Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a questions (including a self-
generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry when appropriate; 
synthesize multiple sources on the subject, demonstrating understanding of the subject under 
investigation. 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.8 
Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources, using advanced 
searches effectively; assess the strengths and limitations of each source in terms of the task, 
purpose, and audience; integrate information into the text selectively to maintain the flow of 
ideas, avoiding plagiarism and overreliance on any one source and following a standard format 
for citation. 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.9 
Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 
 


