
 

 

 

 

 
2019 Theme: “Heart of a Hero: Remembering D-Day” 
The mission of the Clovis Veterans Memorial District (CVMD) is to ‘Provide a permanent living 
memorial honoring U.S. Military and Veterans; provide facilities and support programs to 
promote a legacy of service for preserving our community’s and country’s foundational ideals. 
Veterans Day is an opportunity to honor and give thanks to those who have served or are serving 
in the military, those who preserve the American way of life. This year’s theme asks students to 
learn about the history of World War II and express why they feel it is important to remember D-
Day.   

The resources included in this Teacher’s Guide can be used to talk to your class about the history 
of Veterans Day and introduce them to this year’s theme: “Heart of a Hero: Remembering D-
Day”  

History of Veterans Day: 
Veterans Day is held on November 11th, which began as a celebration of peace after World War I 
ended. It was originally called Armistice Day, to celebrate the truce signed between America and 
Germany during World War I. In 1954 the name was changed to Veterans Day, to honor all 
veterans.  
 
Resources for teaching your students about Veterans Day: 
Honoring Out Military Heroes 
History of Veterans Day (Video) 
The History of Veterans Day 
 
History of World War II  
World War II, also known as the Second World War, began September 1st, 1939 and lasted until 
September 2, 1945. It was fought between the Allied (United States of America, Russia, 
England, China, etc.) and Axis forces (Germany, Italy, and Japan). Caused by the Treaty of 
Versailles and the German people’s resentment toward the League of Nations. The Treaty of 
Versailles was created in 1919 to ensure peace in Europe following World War I. The treaty 
stated that land was to be taken away from Germany, and they would be responsible for paying 
reparations for the damage caused by the war. Adolf Hitler was able to convince the German 
people to give him the power to improve conditions in Germany and restore the country’s 
strength and dignity.  

It became one of the deadliest conflicts in human history, marked by 70 to 85 million fatalities, 
most of whom were civilians in the Soviet Union and China. It included massacres, 
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http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/classroom_solutions/2010/10/honoring-of-our-american-military-heroes
http://www.history.com/topics/holidays/history-of-veterans-day/videos/history-of-veterans-day
http://www.military.com/veterans-day/history-of-veterans-day.html
https://kidskonnect.com/history/treaty-of-versailles/
https://kidskonnect.com/history/treaty-of-versailles/
https://kidskonnect.com/history/world-war-i/
https://kidskonnect.com/people/adolf-hitler/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_II_casualties
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Soviet_Union
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Republic_of_China_(1912%E2%80%931949)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Massacre


the genocide of the Holocaust, strategic bombing, premeditated death from starvation and 
disease, and the only use of nuclear weapons in war. 

History of D-Day 

D-Day in World War 2 began at 6:30am on 6 June, 1944 when American, British and Canadian 
troops landed on the beaches of Normandy to liberate France, and the rest of North West Europe, 
from German occupation. The codename for the World War II invasion of France was Operation 
Overlord, which would become known as D-Day. The 50-mile (80 km) stretch of the Normandy 
coast chosen for the Allied invasion was divided into five sectors codenamed Utah Beach, Sword 
Beach, Gold Beach, Juno Beach, and Omaha Beach. This required unprecedented cooperation 
between international armed forces. The Supreme Headquarters Allied Expeditionary Force 
(SHAEF) was an international coalition and although the Allies were united against Germany, 
the military leadership responsible for D-Day had to overcome political, cultural and personal 
tensions.  

The invasion was conducted in two main phases - an airborne assault and amphibious landings. 
Shortly after midnight on 6 June, over 18,000 Allied paratroopers were dropped into the invasion 
area to provide tactical support for infantry divisions on the beaches. Allied air forces flew over 
14,000 sorties in support of the landings and, having secured air supremacy prior to the invasion, 
many of these flights were unchallenged by the Luftwaffe. Nearly 7,000 naval vessels, including 
battleships, destroyers, minesweepers, escorts and assault craft took part in Operation 'Neptune', 
the naval component of 'Overlord'. Naval forces were responsible for escorting and landing over 
132,000 ground troops on the beaches. By the end of D-Day, 156,000 soldiers landed on the 
Normandy beaches with more than 10,000 Allied casualties killed, wounded or missing. 

 
Why is D-Day Important? 

The Normandy landings were the largest amphibious and seaborne invasion in history. The 
victory at the beaches of Normandy was the most significant victor of the Western Allies during 
the Second World War.  

The Allied advance in north-west Europe would slow dramatically that autumn as German 
resistance stiffened on the borders of the Reich. The war would not be over by Christmas. But D-
Day had opened another major front, where the bulk of America's rapidly expanding army could 
at last be brought to bear. It led to the liberation of France, denying Germany any further 
exploitation of that country’s economic and manpower resources. The U-boat ports, V-weapon 
sites and a large section of Germany’s air defense network were captured or rendered useless. 
And it convinced the German High Command - other than a few ardent Nazi generals - that total 
defeat was now inevitable. 
 

 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Genocide
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Holocaust
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Strategic_bombing_during_World_War_II
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Starvation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nuclear_weapon
http://10.181.226.69/history/how-d-day-was-fought-from-the-air
http://10.181.226.69/history/how-d-day-was-fought-from-the-sea


“Heart of a Hero: Remembering D-Day” Prompt: 
Write an essay that is 2-4 pages in length around the theme “Heart of a Hero: Remembering     
D-Day” When writing your essay think about the following questions:  

- What does it mean to be a Veteran? 
- What makes someone a Hero?  
- What does it mean to have the Heart of a Hero? 
- Why is it important to remember D-Day? 
- How was D-Day a turning point in World War II? 
- What were the long term effects of D-Day? 

 

 

How to Enter: 
Submit your essay with Entry Form to the Clovis Veterans Memorial District- 808 Fourth Street, 
Clovis, CA 93612. If you have any questions regarding the contest please call the Clovis 
Veterans Memorial District at (559) 299-0471. 
 
Related Common Core Standards: 

7th Grade  

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.7.2b 
Develop the topic with relevant facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other 
information and examples. 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.7.7 
Conduct short research projects to answer a question, drawing on several sources and generate 
additional related, focused questions for further research and investigation. 
 

8th Grade  

CSSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.8.2 
Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, 
and information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content. 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACT.W.8.9 
Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis and research. 
 

 


