
Celebrating Women in the Military 

In my opinion, being a Veteran means being a hero. Individuals that 
have chosen or choose to protect and serve our Country should all be 
honored and recognized. A hero is a hero regardless of if they are male or 
female. Individuals in all branches of the military, past and present are 
very brave in my eyes. Females have not always had it easy in the military. 
Females have come a long way since the American Revolution.  

In the beginning, women were not allowed to serve in combat. Their 
roles were primarily as nurses, cooks, seamstresses and completing clerical 
work. Some woman went as far as disguising themselves as men in order 
to serve their Country in combat. One woman, Deborah Sampson did this 
during America’s first war which was the Revolutionary War. She was able 
to deceive her peers for 17 months until she became sick. She went under 
the name of Robert Shurtleff in order to not be detected as a female. 
Fortunately nobody ratted out that she was a female and she was 
discharged with no punishment. Deborah Samson was a true hero putting 
herself out there to protect our Country.  

Other woman throughout the different wars also posed as men so 
that they could serve and protect. These women are all an inspiration to 
me. They showed courage and selflessness that proves they are truly 
heroes.  They put their life on the line and took a great risk pretending to 
be men when in fact they were women. These great heroes paved the way 
for woman in military today. 
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I feel strongly that if you want to serve your Country then you should 
be able to do just that regardless of your sex. It took time for our military 
and government to see that. Slowly over the course of many decades 
Women got that chance to do all of these amazing things for us. They have 
helped our country become stronger and more united. People might think 
that only men can do some things but women are just as good as men and 
this proves it. Women and men are now both in the military and are 
keeping us all safe.  

 

You need to know that these women in the military are strong and 
are very brave. They help and protect us so that we are protected and not 
harmed. They are so brave to do what they do and I am so grateful we 
have them with us. I do not know what we would do without them. People 
might think that only men can do some things but women are just as good 
as men and this proves it. Woman show us that just because you are not a 
man that you are just as good. Men and woman both help protect us so 
much and I hope they know how much they mean to us. 

 

Over the years, the roles of woman in the military have drastically 
changed. In 1948 The Women’s Armed Services Integration Act was 
granted which allowed women permanent status in the Regular and 
Reserve forces of the Army, Air Force, Navy and Marine Corps. This was a 
big step from a few years before during World War II where woman were 
only recruited to help out for non combat positions to allow more men to 
fight on the front lines. We needed more bodies to win the war so they 
made an exception and enlisted women. Unfortunately, once the war was 
over the women were no longer needed.   

 



Over the years after The Women’s Armed Services Integration Act 
was granted, it was still an uphill battle. Women were still not allowed to 
serve in direct ground combat roles. It wasn’t until 2013 until women 
achieved full status and were allowed to serve in combat roles. I think that 
is absurd that it took that long for women to be seen as equals. Women 
can do what men can do physically. I know a lot of strong women and I 
look up to them. I feel that women could have been a greater asset over 
the years and could have contributed more to help protect our Country. 
Anyone, regardless of their sex has my admiration if they voluntarily stand 
up to serve and protect our great country. 

 

I admire the women who paved the way and fought to hold a place 
in the military. I also praise the women who secretly disguised themselves 
as men to serve our Country. These women were true heroes that were 
willing to sacrifice their lives to protect our land. Anyone who willingly 
signs up to be in the military is a true hero and heroes come in all shapes, 
sizes, ethnicities and sexes. 

 


