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Veteran’s Day Essay 2020 

November 11 is a federal holiday that many workplaces and schools around the country 

have off, but sometimes we can forget why. The dictionary definition for veteran is “a person 

who has served in the military,” but that barely covers it. Veterans put the needs of their country 

before themselves and risk their lives to protect us. Women didn’t get the right to fight for their 

country until around 1948, but they found ways to help despite that. Americans should remember 

the women who have served in the U.S. military and all they have done to allow themselves to 

serve, including in World Wars, and today, as their roles have changed over the years.  

Women had vital roles in World War 1 and World War 2. “Women in World War I” on 

theworldwar.org states, “At the time of the First World War, most women were barred from 

voting or serving in military combat roles. Many saw the war as an opportunity to not only serve 

their countries but to gain more rights and independence.” This was important because it 

motivated women to work for the right to support their country. They worked as ammunition 

testers, switchboard operators, stock takers, or whatever job they could find related to the 

production of war materials. Years later, during the Second World War, women again became 

important. On khanacademy.org, the text states, “Approximately 350,000 American women 

joined the military during World War II. They worked as nurses, drove trucks, repaired airplanes, 

and performed clerical work. Some were killed in combat or captured as prisoners of war.” 

Because women were not permitted to participate in conflict, they found other ways to help 
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serve. Many women also worked as chemists, engineers, in civil service jobs, and developed the 

atomic bomb. In this way, women’s contributions to the World Wars were important. 

Women’s roles in the military have changed over time. “Then and Now: How women's 

roles have changed in the US military” on insider.com explains that, “Women weren't allowed to 

serve in the armed forces on the battlefield, but they aided the war effort in clerical roles or as 

cooks, seamstresses, laundresses, or nurses during the Revolutionary War.” This shows that they 

found ways to help even though they weren’t allowed to formally serve. Most women worked as 

nurses or in food preparation, but they also worked as telephone operators, architects, and in 

secretarial and administrative work. Now, women’s roles have changed. The article “How 

Women Fought Their Way Into the U.S. Armed Forces” on history.com shares, “In 2013, 

women achieved full status in the military when they were granted the right to serve in direct 

ground combat roles...In February 2019, a U.S. District judge ruled that requiring all men to 

register for a military draft, while excluding women, is unconstitutional.” This displays the 

remarkable change from the time of the World Wars to now. There are no more restrictions 

about what positions women can hold in the army. This shows how women’s roles in the military 

have changed over the years. 

The notable woman in the military who stands out to me is a family friend named Renee. 

She is a female veteran who enlisted in 1998 because she was unemployed and had a daughter. 

Her female recruiter was likeable and convinced her that the army would be the best branch for 

her. She became an E7 sergeant, and had a few different jobs. Her first was clerical work in 

administration. Flight operations was one of her other jobs, and she talked on the radios to the 

aircraft. For operations in training, she was a supervisor, in charge of making sure the unit and 

troops were ready for deployment. When she went to Iraq, she worked in the tactical operations 



center and was a shift supervisor who helped coordinate deployment. Around 19 years later, in 

2017, she retired. Since she first joined, the army has granted women permission to serve in 

combat positions. She is the woman in the military who inspires me. 

In these ways, women are important to the military, and have been for years in the past. 

We should celebrate their sacrifices for our country, as they have had essential roles in the World 

Wars, and their roles have changed over the years. Renee Cates is an example of a female 

veteran who has had experiences with some of these changes for women in the military. All in 

all, women have been important to the military for many years and we should recognize them for 

how they have fought both in wars and continue  to play an integral part in joining the military 

forces. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Works Cited 

"American Women and World War II." Khan Academy, Salman Khan, 

www.khanacademy.org/humanities/us-history/rise-to-world-power/us-wwii/a/american-women-



and-world-war-

ii#:~:text=Women%20in%20the%20war,captured%20as%20prisoners%20of%20war. Accessed 

24 Sept. 2020. 

 

Blakemore, Erin. "How Women Fought Their Way into the U.S. Armed Forces." History, Simon 

& Schuster, 26 Feb. 2019, www.history.com/news/women-fought-armed-forces-war-service. 

Accessed 24 Sept. 2020. 

 

Cates, Renee. Video Conference interview. 24 Sept. 2020. 

 

Lakritz, Talia. "THEN AND NOW: How women's roles have changed in the US military." 

Insider, Axel Springer, 6 Mar. 2019, www.insider.com/women-in-us-military-history-2019-2. 

Accessed 24 Sept. 2020. 

 

"Women in World War I." National WWI Museum and Memorial, 

www.theworldwar.org/learn/women. Accessed 24 Sept. 2020. 

 

 


