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Celebrating Women in the Military 

Would you hide your gender, pretend you were the opposite sex, and later 

face ridicule, all for the love of your country, freedom and because this was your 

only chance to be in the military?  Oh yeah, and also add being an African-

American woman in the Civil War era who was born into slavery? This is true 

bravery and Cathay Williams did just that. Ms. Williams was the first black woman 

to serve in the US Army.  She was able to hide her gender for two years, but when 

the men found out, they wanted her to quit.  She refused to quit and remained in 

the military until she was honorably discharged for her disability.   Although she 

never fought in a battle, she was the first African-American woman veteran, and 

paved the way for thousands of proud female veterans thereafter who eventually 

would fight side by side with men.   

Wait. A woman? Fighting in war? That’s absolutely bizarre! They are not as 

tough men! In early U.S times, this was a very common thought. During time of 

war, women would help out by being medical caregivers and washerwomen. 

World War II’s need for more soldiers forced the armed forces to start recruiting 

women. The jobs that they were given though, had no fighting involved and only 

had women working as telephone operators, linguists, and weather forecasters. The 

army then started accepting women. This was known as the Women’s Army 

Auxiliary Corps. Due to the fact that recruiting became more and more difficult, 

Congress decided to allow women to enlist in the army. In 1943, the Women's 

Army Corps was created which allowed women to receive a military rank and 



serve overseas. In both branches, (Women’s Army Auxiliary Corps & Women’s 

Army Corps) tons of women served with excellence. Although women were now 

finally allowed to serve in the military, they were often mocked and sexually 

harassed. Many rumors were also spread about these hardworking women.  

During WWII, the women did an excellent job and some women even 

received awards, but sadly they went unappreciated when they returned home. 

They found themselves jobless because employers were convinced that the women 

bribed the men into giving them roles in the army. Women apart of the Women’s 

Army Auxiliary Corps weren’t even considered veterans despite their sacrifices 

that they made in the war.  

Thankfully, due to their excellent efforts in war, in 1946, Congress passed 

the reemployment rights. This required employers to allow the women to come 

back to their previous jobs. The U.S Army recognized all the benefits the women 

brought to them and talked to Congress about allowing the Women's Army Corps 

to become a permanent part of the Army. President Truman then signed the 

Women's Armed Services Integration Act in 1948, this allowed women to serve as 

full members of all the military branches. Rather than benefiting women, this took 

away a lot of their freedom. Although they could now serve during peacetime, they 

now couldn’t command men, serve in combat, and allowed the military to 

discharge women who were pregnant. Even with all of these limitations, women 

continued to perform with very high quality.  

Slowly, women's roles in the military started to expand. By 2013, women 

were allowed to serve in direct ground combat roles. The next step was deciding 

whether women should be required to register for a military draft. In 2019, it was 

ruled that all men being required to register for a draft, excluding women, was 

unconstitutional.  



  In the late 1800’s, Cathay Williams said that when her identity was discovered, 

the men did not want to fight with her. They said she was an embarrassment and 

wanted her to quit. Now, because of the bravery of women like Ms. Williams, it 

does not matter whether a military person is a man or a woman. All that matters is 

that they are willing to serve their country, and in the end, they are all willing to 

pay the ultimate sacrifice. Any veteran today would be proud to go to battle with 

Cathay Williams by their side. We should all stand and salute her, and the fearless 

females who followed in her footsteps.  


